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federal, state, and local governments are responding, and
how those responses are influencing election rules and
operations, political campaigns, the economy, schools,
and more.

This article contains a general timeline of noteworthy
state government responses to the coronavirus pandemic
since April 2020. It also includes details on three specific
types of state responses to the pandemic:

e Statewide travel restrictions
e School reopenings and closures
o Statewide mask requirements

Additionally, the article includes:

e Noteworthy coronavirus lawsuits
e Diagnosed or quarantined officials and candidates
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The following section provides a timeline of Idaho's reopening activity beginning in April 2020. The entries,
which come from our Documenting America's Path to Recovery newsletter, are sorted by month in reverse
chronological order. The date shown is the day that we wrote about them in the newsletter. They appear exactly
as they appeared in the newsletter.

June 2021

June 21: The state stopped participating in pandemic-related federal unemployment benefit programs on
June 19. Gov. Brad Little (R) made the announcement May 11.

May 2021

May 28: On May 28, Gov. Brad Little (R) repealed Lt. Gov. Janice McGeachin’s (R) executive order
banning government entities, including schools, from requiring masks. McGeachin, who was serving as
acting governor while Little was out of state at the Republican Governors Association conference, issued
the order without informing Little beforehand. Little did not issue a statewide mask mandate during the
pandemic. McGeachin has said she intends to run for governor in 2022.
May 12:
o Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will stop participating in federal pandemic unemployment
programs beginning June 19.
o Idaho entered Stage 4 of reopening May 11. The stage lifts all suggestions on gathering sizes. It also
ends seating-only restrictions for restaurants, bars, and nightclubs. To read the full guidance, click
here.

April 2021

April 19: Gov. Brad Little (R) vetoed House Bill 135 and Senate Bill 1136, which limit executive
emergency powers. The bills would allow governors to issue restrictions through a disaster declaration for
up to 60 days. After 60 days, governors would have to get legislative approval to extend disaster
emergency restrictions. Governors could still extend emergency declarations beyond 60 days to secure
federal government funds, even if the legislature rejects restrictions accompanying an order. Both bills
passed the state House and Senate with more than the two-thirds majority needed to override the veto.
Every Democrat in both chambers voted against the bills, except for two who abstained from the vote on
HB 135. Republicans have a 58-12 majority in the House and a 28-7 majority in the Senate.

April 8: Gov. Brad Little (R) signed an executive order prohibiting any state government entities from
requiring COVID-19 vaccination proof for citizens to access public services or facilities.

April 6: All residents 16 and older became eligible for vaccination on April 5.

March 2021

March 25: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced all residents 16 and older will be eligible for vaccination
starting April 5. People with underlying health conditions will be eligible starting March 29. Currently,
residents 45 and older, people in congregate settings, and state-defined frontline essential workers can get
vaccinated.

March 8: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state’s pre-registration website for vaccines. The site lets
residents join a waitlist regardless of when they are eligible for vaccination in the state’s distribution plan.
An enrolled COVID-19 vaccine provider will contact individuals in the system when they become eligible
for appointments and the provider has appointments available. Click here to sign up.

February 2021

February 3: Gov. Brad Little (R) signed an order moving the state to Stage 3 of reopening on Feb. 2. The
order increased the limit on gatherings from 10 people to 50 people or less. Religious and political
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gatherings are exempt from the limit but must maintain social distancing. Previously, Idaho was in Stage 2
since Nov. 13.

e February 1: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced a new vaccine distribution website outlining current and
upcoming eligibility.

January 2021

e January 13: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state is starting its next phase of vaccine distribution.
Little said teachers, school staff, and first responders would be prioritized between Jan. 13-31. The first
phase included frontline healthcare workers and nursing home staff and residents. Individuals age 65 and
older will be able to access the vaccine starting February 1.

November 2020

e November 17: Gov. Brad Little (R) moved the state backward in reopening from Stage 3 to modified
Stage 2. Under the new rules, indoor and outdoor gatherings larger than 10 people are prohibited.
Religious and political gatherings are exempt from the limit but must maintain social distancing.

October 2020

e October 30: Gov. Brad Little (R) moved the state backward in the reopening plan from Phase 4 to Phase
3, which limits indoor gatherings to 50 people and indoor gatherings to 25% of a venue’s capacity. The
order also includes a mask mandate for long-term care facilities. Bars, restaurants, and nightclubs will only
be able to serve seated customers.

e October 15: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will remain in Phase Four for at least two more
weeks. Idaho entered Phase Four on June 13.

e October 1: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will remain in Phase Four for at least two more
weeks. Idaho entered Phase Four on June 13.

September 2020

e September 18: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will remain in Phase Four for at least two more
weeks. Idaho entered Phase Four on June 13.

e September 3: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will remain in Phase Four for at least two more
weeks. Idaho entered Phase Four on June 13.

August 2020

e August 26: The state House of Representatives passed a resolution that would end Gov. Brad Little’s (R)
coronavirus emergency declaration if it becomes law. The resolution passed the House by a 48-20 margin.

e August 21: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will remain in Phase Four for at least two more
weeks. Idaho entered Phase Four on June 13.

e August 18: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state accepted President Donald Trump’s (R) partial
extension of unemployment benefits. Individuals receiving at least $100 of weekly unemployment from
the state and are unemployed because of the coronavirus will be eligible to receive an additional $300 per
week from the federal government. The payments will be retroactive to Aug. 1.

e August 7: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced that the state would remain in Phase Four for at least two more
weeks. Idaho entered Phase Four on June 13.

July 2020
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e July 23: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will remain in Phase 4 of reopening for at least two
more weeks.

e July 10: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced a reopening plan for schools. Guidelines include encouraging
face coverings for students and faculty, teaching hygiene, and complying with regular cleaning and
disinfecting protocols. It also recommends schools be prepared to teach students in-person, with a hybrid
schedule, and completely online. Little also announced Idaho would remain in Phase 4 of reopening for at
least two more weeks.

June 2020

e June 26: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced Idaho would stay in Phase 4 for at least two more weeks, saying
the state did not meet the metrics necessary to finish reopening.

e June 17: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the formation of the Public Schools Reopening Committee to
create a plan for schools to resume operations in the fall.

¢ June 15: Idaho moved into the fourth phase of reopening on June 13. Phase Four permits all businesses to
open, including nightclubs and large sporting venues. It also allows gatherings of more than 50 people.
Visits to jails and nursing homes can resume.

e June 1: The state moved into its third phase of reopening on May 30. Phase Three allows non-essential
travel and gatherings of up to 50 people. Businesses like bars and movie theaters can reopen. Larger
venues like nightclubs and stadiums remain closed.

April 2020

e April 30: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state will enter the first stage of a four-stage reopening plan
Friday. Stage one allows daycares, organized youth activities, and places of worship (if they adhere to
distancing, sanitation protocols, and CDC guidance) to reopen or resume. The state will move on to
subsequent stages if there is no significant increase in new cases and if public health benchmarks are met.
Idaho is a Republican trifecta.

Vaccine distribution

This section contains a table of quick facts on the state’s vaccine distribution plan and a timeline of noteworthy
events, including updates on vaccine availability for new groups of individuals, changes to state distribution
plans, and much more. If you know of a noteworthy story we are missing, please email us at
editor@ballotpedia.org.

The Idaho Department of Health released a distribution plan on October 16, 2020.

Quick facts

(a N

Idaho state vaccination plan quick information

What governing entities are responsible for vaccine allocation
and distribution?t!

COVID-19 Vaccine Advisory Committee

Where can I find a quick breakdown of phases in my state? Idaho COVID-19 Vaccination Information

Where can I find the distribution plan? Idaho COVID-19 Vaccination Plan - Interim

When was the plan first released to the public? October 16, 2020
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When was the plan most recently updated? October 19, 2020

Where can I find answers to frequently asked questions? COVID-19 VACCINE FAQ

Where can I find data related to the coronavirus in my state? g:ﬁ;*COVID_Ig Information Updated
Where is the state health department's homepage? Idaho Department of Health

Where can I find additional information about the state's The COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan in
vaccine distribution? Idaho - 44ARP

\

Timeline

e April 5, 2021: All Idaho residents 16 and older became eligible for vaccination on April 5.12]
e March 24, 2021: Idaho Gov. Brad Little (R) announced all residents 16 and older would be eligible for

vaccination starting April 5. People with underlying health conditions were scheduled to become eligible

starting March 29.13]

e January 12, 2021: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced the state was starting another wave of vaccine
distribution. Little said teachers, school staff, and first responders would be prioritized between Jan. 13-31.
The previous phase included frontline healthcare workers and nursing home staff and residents. He said

individuals age 65 and older would be able to access the vaccine starting February 114

Statewide travel restrictions

See also: Travel restrictions issued by states in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,
2020-2021

Does Idaho have restrictions on travel? No. Visitors are encouraged to self-quarantine, but the 14-day
quarantine requirement for travelers expired May 15, 2020.13!

More information can be found at Visit Idaho.
Timeline

e May 15, 2020: Gov. Brad Little (R) announced that out-of-state visitors would no longer need to self-

quarantine for 14 days upon entering Idaho. Little said people were encouraged to self—quarantine.[é]

o April 15, 2020: Gov. Little issued a travel restriction that required out-of-state visitors to self-quarantine
for 14 days. The restriction was included in an extension Little issued to the stay-at-home order that went
into effect March 25 and was set to expire on April 15. Workers engaged in essential activities were

exempt from the order.[ ]

School reopenings and closures

See also: School responses in Idaho to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic

Schools in Idaho were closed to in-person instruction on March 24, 2020, and remained closed for the remainder
of the 2019-2020 academic year. To notify us of when schools were allowed to reopen statewide, email us. The
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timeline below lists statewide responses we tracked.

e June 29, 2021: At the end of the school year, Burbio reported all schools were in-person in Idaho [BI]

e Sept. 10, 2020: At the beginning of the school year, Burbio reported most schools were using virtual or
hybrid learning in Idaho [LOJE]

e July 9, 2020: The Idaho Board of Education approved a reopening framework. The guidance said that all

school buildings were expected to reopen in the fall for in-person instruction.l2]
e May 5, 2020: The Idaho State Board of Education released initial reopening guidelines.[ﬁ:|

e April 6, 2020: The Idaho State Department of Education voted to close schools to in-person instruction for

the remainder of the academic year, or until social distancing protocols in the state were lifted.114] Officials
said that individual schools could be approved to reopen if local social distancing orders were lifted and

the school met criteria laid out by the board.[13!]
e March 23, 2020: The Idaho State Department of Education ordered schools statewide to close to students

from March 24 to April 20.116]

Statewide mask requirements

See also: State-level mask requirements in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 2020

Idaho did not issue a statewide mask requirement.

On May 28, Gov. Brad Little (R) repealed Lt. Gov. Janice McGeachin’s (R) executive order banning government
entities, including schools, from requiring masks. McGeachin, who was serving as acting governor while Little
was out of state at the Republican Governors Association conference, issued the order without informing Little

beforehand. McGeachin had said she intended to run for governor in 2022. [17]

Noteworthy lawsuits

See also: Lawsuits about state actions and policies in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic, 2020

Chew v. Bedke: On January 7, 2021, two Idaho state lawmakers filed suit against Idaho House of
Representatives Speaker Scott Bedke (R), alleging that the absence of COVID-19 safety measures at the state
capitol constituted a violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The
plaintiffs were Representatives Sue Chew (D) and Mufty Davis (D), both of whom were at greater risk of serious
danger from COVID-19 due to pre-existing medical conditions. They sought "accommodations, including
remote participation and a self-contained office if the legislature leadership and Governor aren’t going to
reasonably institute COVID-19 protections and control those with bad intentions who enter our Capitol." Bedke
responded to the suit, saying, "Though it's unfortunate that negotiations have taken this turn, I will continue to
move forward in good faith toward a solution workable for all members." The case was filed in the U.S. District

Court for the District of Idaho. 18112

Officials and candidates diagnosed with or quarantined due to
coronavirus
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See also: Government official, politician, and candidate deaths, diagnoses, and quarantines due to

the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 2020-2021

The table below lists officials or candidates who have been diagnosed with or quarantined due to coronavirus.

The most recent announcements appear first.

Name Office
Idaho House of
Greg Chaney Representatives District 10B
. Idaho House of
lames Ruchd Representatives District 29B
Julie Idaho House of
Yamamoto Representatives District 10A
Idaho House of
Ryan Kerby Representatives District 9A
Bruce Skau Idaho House of
DriceSxale Representatives District 12A
Lance Clow Idaho House of
= Representatives District 24A
Steve Bair  Idaho State Senate District 31

Paths to recovery by state

To read about other states’ responses and recoveries, click one of the links below:

Date

March 18,
2021

March 18,
2021

March 18,
2021

March 16,
2021

March 12,
2021

March 12,
2021

February 16,
2021

e [llinois
e Alabama e Indiana
e Alaska e Iowa
e Arizona o Kansas
e Arkansas o Kentucky
e California e [ ouisiana
e Colorado e Maine
e Connecticut e Maryland
e Delaware e Massachusetts
e Florida e Michigan
e Georgia ¢ Minnesota
e Hawaii e Mississippi
e Idaho e Missouri

Other state government responses

Chaney tested positive for coronavirus./2%

Ruchti tested positive for coronavirus.[2

Yamamoto announced that she had tested positive

Status

20

21

for coronavirus on March 17.[22]

Kerby announced that he had tested positive for

coronavirus.[23]

Skaug announced that he had tested positive for

coronavirus. /24l

Clow announced that he had tested positive for

coronavirus. 22!

Bair announced that he had tested positive for

coronavirus. 26!

Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania

Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

To view previous coverage areas, including changes to 2020 election dates and policies, initial stay-at-home

orders, coronavirus-related legislation, and much more, click a state in the map below.

Choose your state... v
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General resources

The chart below shows coronavirus statistics from countries across the world. The information is provided by
Real Clear Politics.

Click the links below to explore official resources related to the coronavirus outbreak.

e Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U.S. Department of Labor

U.S. Department of Education

World Health Organization

Trends in Number of COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in the US Reported to CDC, by State/Territory
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations, Our World in Data (Number of vaccines administered)
Coronavirus Vaccine Tracker, New York Times (Progress of vaccine trials)
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Travel restrictions by state

Federal government responses to the coronavirus pandemic
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