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Iowa State Fair Board Votes to Postpone 2020 Iowa State Fair to 2021 

Wednesday, Jun 10, 2020 Des Moines, IA 

Options for 4-H and FFA youth livestock shows are under review 

The Iowa State Fair Board, the governing body who oversees the Iowa State Fair, today voted 
to postpone the 2020 Iowa State Fair until August 12-22, 2021, amid ongoing coronavirus 
(COVID-19) concerns. The decision was made to protect the health and safety of all Fairgoers. 

After a thorough review of possible options, while carefully reviewing current health guidelines 
and examining operating limitations, it became clear that holding the 2020 Iowa State Fair, 
which attracts approximately one million people over 11 days, would not be responsible. 

“The top priority of the Iowa State Fair has and always will be to protect the health and safety of 
Fairgoers. While the decision of the Iowa State Fair Board today will certainly come as a 
disappointment to many, the Board determined that holding a Fair in accordance with current 
health guidelines related to COVID-19 wasn’t feasible,” said Iowa State Fair Manager and CEO 
Gary Slater. “We appreciate the support of Fairgoers over the past few months as we’ve 
reviewed various options for the 2020 Iowa State Fair. We certainly look forward to welcoming 
over one million people back to the Fair in 2021.” 



The Iowa State Fair had been scheduled for August 13-23, 2020. The Iowa State Fair Board 
delayed a decision as long as possible and believed it was important to make a decision on the 
Fair now in order to give concessionaires, vendors and Fairgoers planning a trip to the Fair 
ample notice. 

Iowa State Fair staff and management have already begun the process of booking 
entertainment and planning for the 2021 Iowa State Fair scheduled for August 12-22. 

Please visit www.iowastatefair.org for more information on tickets, events, and other questions. 

### 

Media Information 

If you would like to learn more about the Iowa State Fair, please contact: 

Mindy Williamson 
515/262-3111 ext. 204 
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About Iowa State Fair 

Frequently ranked as one of the top events in the country, the Iowa State Fair is the single 
largest event in the state of Iowa and one of the oldest and largest agricultural and industrial 
expositions in the country. Annually attracting more than a million people from all over the world, 
the Iowa State Fair, located at East 30th and East University, just 10 minutes from downtown 
Des Moines, is Iowa's greatest celebration with a salute to the best in agriculture, industry, 
entertainment and achievement. For more information, visit www.iowastatefair.org . 

800.545.FAIR 

3000 East Grand Ave 
Des Moines, Iowa 50317  
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Fair Updates 

Receive the latest Iowa State Fair news and information with our e-newsletter! 



Stay Informed  

Iowa State Fairgrounds 

Year Round Events 

For 11 days in August, it’s a fairground, but for the other 354 days of the year, the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds is home to auto shows, livestock exhibitions, flea markets, antique shows, concerts, 
trade shows and more. 

Event Calendar  

A non-profit organization raising funds to help preserve and improve the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds. 

Blue Ribbon Foundation  
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