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OLYMPIA – Washington is once again selling fishing licenses to out-of-state residents, the Washington

Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) announced today.

The decision to resume license sales to non-Washingtonians comes as many of the state’s counties

move toward more relaxed restrictions related to COVID-19, including some loosening of travel

restrictions. Washington suspended non-resident fishing license sales in late April.

“We’re reopening these sales to once again give out-of-state residents an opportunity to take part in

some of Washington’s excellent fishing,” said Peter Vernie, WDFW Licensing Division manager. “But it’s

important to remember that everyone, whether from Washington or elsewhere, should be doing what

they can to minimize the chance of spreading COVID-19 once travel is advised again.”

Gov. Jay Inslee’s “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order expired May 31, but Washington continues to take a

phased approach to reopening the state. Many counties are currently in “Phase 2”; additional non-

essential travel will once again be allowed in Phase 3.

All anglers should continue following responsible recreation guidelines, including keeping 6 feet apart,

limiting travel and staying as local as possible, and traveling only with family or other members of their

immediate household. Be prepared to change plans if your preferred destination appears too crowded or

remains closed.

 Check our wildfire information page (/about/wdfw-lands/wildfire) for fire restrictions and wildfire-

related closures before you visit WDFW-managed lands.
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To see the types and costs of fishing licenses available to out-of-state residents, visit

https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/fishing/types-fees (https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/fishing/types-fees).

When you’re ready to purchase a license, visit https://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/#/login to buy and print a

license online, or call 360-902-2464. To find a license dealer – including in Oregon and Idaho – visit

https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/dealers (https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/dealers), but be sure to call ahead

to make sure your license dealer is open.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife is the state agency tasked with preserving, protecting,

and perpetuating fish, wildlife, and ecosystems, while providing sustainable fishing, hunting, and other

recreation opportunities.

Request this information in an alternative format or language on the Requests for Accessibility Services

(/accessibility/requests-accommodation) page, 833-885-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov

(mailto:CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov).
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