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NEWS RELEASE

Yellowstone to open Montana entrances June
1

A You are viewing ARCHIVED content

This content was published online before January 20, 2025. Please note that this content is NOT UPDATED, and
links may not work. For current information, visit https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/index.htm
(https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/index.htm).



https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/basicinfo.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/conditions.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/maps.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/fees.htm
https://www.nps.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/20021.htm

EXPECT
DELAYS

& North Entrance Northeast Entrance

Mammoth Hot Springs

EXPECT
DELAYS

Tower-Roosevelt

Canyon Village

West Entrance Fishing Bridge

EXPECT
DELAYS

Indian Pond

East
Entrance

Yellowstone National Park

COVID-19 Reopening: June 1, 2020
Park Roads

OPEN EEE——

CONSTRUCTION
DELAYS

CLOSURES -

North

South Entrance @
go.nps.gov/YELLroads

Yellowstone construction map
National Park Service

News Release Date: May 28, 2020

Contact: Morgan Warthin
(https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities/sendmail/sendemail.cfm?
0=668AC9BCICDD908B95A907A7F0198BA3568E088853A0&r=/yell/learn/ne
ws/20021.htm), (307) 344-2015

MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS, WY - Yellowstone National Park will open its
Montana entrances on Monday, June 1at 10 a.m. The Montana entrances
include West Entrance (near West Yellowstone), North Entrance (near
Gardiner), and Northeast Entrance (near Cooke City). The opening of
Montana's entrances coincides with the Governor's lifting of out-of-state travel
restrictions and will provide visitor access to all five entrances of Yellowstone
National Park (the Wyoming_entrances opened on May 18
(https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/20015.htm)).

The entire Grand Loop Road will be accessible for day use, excluding the
segment between Canyon and Tower, which is closed for road construction
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(see attached map).

On June 1, in line with the park's three-phased reopening_plan
(https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/upload/Yellowstone-COVID-19-
Reopening-Plan-2020.pdf), visitors will be able to access Phase 1
services/facilities (including restrooms, self-service gas stations,
trails/boardwalks, limited stores, entrance stations, medical clinics, approved
tours) and a few services/facilities as outlined in Phase 2 (including takeout

food service, boating, and fishing). The park will remain day-use only. Limited
overnight accommodations will begin reopening later in June. Campgrounds,
visitor centers, and other facilities are still closed until health conditions allow
for reopening.

“Yellowstone National Park is an incredible place for Americans to enjoy the
great outdoors, and the American people having access to their public lands is
now more important than ever,” said U.S. Secretary of the Interior David L.
Bernhardt. “The park entrances in Wyoming opened about two weeks ago, so
it's great that we've been able to work with the Governor of Montana to safely
restore access to the remaining entrances.”

“l appreciate the partnership with Governor Bullock, his team, and our
surrounding counties and communities,” said Superintendent Cam Sholly. “We
will continue working closely together as we progress through this reopening
sequence.”

Increasing Mitigation Efforts

The park has implemented significant mitigation efforts including: providing
additional protective barriers where needed, encouraging the use of masks or
facial coverings in high density areas, metering visitor access in certain
locations, increasing cleaning frequency of facilities, adding signage on
boardwalks and other public spaces, and messaging to visitors through a
variety of methods. Substantial investments have been made in mitigation
measures by the park's business partners including Xanterra, Delaware North,
Yellowstone Park Service Stations, Medcor, and Yellowstone Forever. To date,
the park has also approved 126 commercial use authorizations (CUAs) for
local businesses to operate inside the park after reviewing individual COVID-
19 mitigation plans submitted by each company.

Testing

Yellowstone is partnering with surrounding states, counties, and businesses
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(like Medcor, the company that runs the in-park clinics) to increase testing
capacity. In addition to building capacity to test people with COVID-19
symptoms, the park has agreed to participate in a COVID-19 surveillance
testing pilot project. Park County, Montana health officials have begun testing
frontline employees and partners with 50 tests this week (viral, not antibody
tests). Surveillance testing helps to identify COVID-19 transmission early and
allows mitigation actions to be taken before a widespread outbreak occurs.

Additional Information

Visitors should come prepared and follow all CDC and local health guidance
by practicing good hygiene and social distancing. Face coverings are
recommended where social distancing is not possible. People who are sick
should stay home and not visit the park. The CDC has provided specific
guidance on visiting_parks and recreational facilities

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/visitors.html).

The National Park Service encourages visitors to #RecreateResponsibly
(https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/recreate-responsibly.htm). Photos and
posters showing responsible recreation and mitigation measures are available

on the park's Flickr page
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/yellowstonenps/albums/72157714489944438)

Previously-scheduled road construction

(https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/road-construction.htm) projects will
continue this summer. Normal annual bear management area
(https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/bear-management-areas.htm).
closures are in effect. Winter conditions are still possible at this time of year.

The park will provide details and updates for operations as they change on
www.nps.gov/yell (https://www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm) and on the park's
social media channels. Updates about NPS operations will be posted on
WWW.nps.gov/coronavirus (https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/public-health-

update.htm).

Tags: covid - 19 (https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/news-releases.htm?q="COVID -
19"#fg[1=Date_Released % 3A[NOW-20YEARS %20T0O%20NOW])

RSS Feed (https://www.nps.gov/feeds/getNewsRSS.htm?id=yell) | What is
RSS? x _(https://www.nps.gov/feeds/rss-help.htm),

Last updated: June 2, 2020


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/visitors.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/visitors.html
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/recreate-responsibly.htm
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/recreate-responsibly.htm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/yellowstonenps/albums/72157714489944438
https://www.flickr.com/photos/yellowstonenps/albums/72157714489944438
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/road-construction.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/road-construction.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/bear-management-areas.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/bear-management-areas.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/public-health-update.htm
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/public-health-update.htm
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/news-releases.htm?q=%22COVID%20-%2019%22#fq[]=Date_Released%3A[NOW-20YEARS%20TO%20NOW]
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/news-releases.htm?q=%22COVID%20-%2019%22#fq[]=Date_Released%3A[NOW-20YEARS%20TO%20NOW]
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/news-releases.htm?q=%22COVID%20-%2019%22#fq[]=Date_Released%3A[NOW-20YEARS%20TO%20NOW]
https://www.nps.gov/feeds/getNewsRSS.htm?id=yell
https://www.nps.gov/feeds/getNewsRSS.htm?id=yell
https://www.nps.gov/feeds/rss-help.htm
https://www.nps.gov/feeds/rss-help.htm
https://www.nps.gov/feeds/rss-help.htm

Was this page helpful?

() Yes
(:)Iﬂo

An official form of the United States government. Provided by Touchpoints
= (https://touchpoints.app.cloud.gov/)

CONTACT INFO

Mailing Address:
PO Box 168
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190-0168
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