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For Immediate Release: 12/4/2020

State Parks to Temporarily Close Campgrounds and Keep Day
Use Areas Open in Regions Impacted by Regional Stay at Home
Order Triggered by ICU Capacity

Contact: Newsroom@parks.ca.gov (https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/mailto:Newsroom@parks.ca.gov)

MEMBERS OF THE SAME HOUSEHOLD ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAINTAIN PHYSICAL
AND MENTAL HEALTH BY VISITING DAY-USE PUBLIC OUTDOOR SPACES.

SACRAMENTO, Calif.— California State Parks today announced that state campsites in regions impacted by California’s Regional Stay at Home Order

(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/http://covid19.ca.gov/) triggered by Intensive Care Unit (ICU) capacity will temporarily close. Day use

outdoor areas of park units currently open to the public will remain accessible, including trails and beaches. Members of the same household are
encouraged to maintain physical and mental health by going to a park to hike, walk, bike ride, off-highway riding or boating, provided that they
recreate responsibly by abiding to COVID-19 guidelines.

“Yesterday, California took an important step to address the alarming pace of COVID-19 case rates that are threatening to overwhelm the health care
delivery system,” said California State Parks Director Armando Quintero. “While the new Regional Stay at Home Order is asking Californians to stay
home as much as possible and for campground sites in impacted regions to close, the state also recognizes that that outdoor activity is critical for
mental health and physical health. We welcome you to recreate in the outdoors provided that you stay local, plan ahead to find out what is open,
wear a face covering, practice physical distancing and avoid gatherings with people outside the immediate household.”

Below are some guidelines State Parks has implemented to reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19 in the outdoors:

¢ Stay Local - Stay close to home to slow the spread of COVID-19. Do not travel if you or someone in your household is sick.

* Plan Ahead - The COVID-19 pandemic response continues to be dynamic and fluid. Prior to leaving home, check the webpage of the park unit
(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/https://www.parks.ca.gov/Parkindex) you plan to visit to find out if it is open, if parking is
available, and what visitor guidelines are in effect.

* Stay Safer at 6 feet - No matter the recreational activity, maintain a physical distance of 6 feet or more. Your guests should only include those
within your immediate household. This means no guests or friends, and no gatherings or parties. Visitors are being asked to leave if there are
too many people to allow for the required physical distance.

o Boating: Do not raft up to other boaters or pull up onto a beach next to other recreators.
o Off-highway Vehicle Recreation: Do not ride next to others or pull up next to someone else as it could put you in close proximity to
others. Stage 10 feet or more from each other during unloading and loading.

¢ Keep Clean - Be prepared. Not all restrooms are open to the public. in some cases, restrooms will be temporarily closed to keep up with
cleaning schedules. Bring soap/hand sanitizer. Please pack out all trash. Park units are experiencing heavy use and you can help alleviate the
impact on park facilities.

¢ Stay Covered - The state requires you wear a face covering when you cannot maintain physical distancing of six feet or more. Individuals must
have a face covering with them at all times.
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The Regional Stay at Home Order will be implemented regionally once there is less than 15 percent ICU capacity remaining in one or more of the
following designated regions: Northern California, Bay Area, Greater Sacramento, San Joaquin Valley and Southern California. State campground sites
within these regions will be temporarily closed in accordance with the new order.

Due to the critical need to stop the COVID-19 surge and prevent overwhelming regional ICU capacity, the public is advised that the closure of
campground sites may be made with little advance notice. Affected reservation holders will be contacted by the state's reservation system --
ReserveCalifornia (https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/http://www.reservecalifornia.com/) -- via email and provided with a refund.

Reservation cancellations and refunds will be automatic. As such, visitors do not need to take any action. Reservation holders can call
ReserveCalifornia’s Customer Service line at 1-800-444-7275. Hours of operation: 7 days a week, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. PDT.

For more than 150 years, State Parks has provided opportunities for people from all over the world to connect with families, friends and
communities in the nation’s largest state park system. In response to this pandemic, for the first time in the history of State Parks, safety measures
such as vehicular access closures, full closures and cancellation of reservations have been implemented at this unprecedented scale.

For the most up-to-date information on how State Parks is helping stop the COVID-19 surge, including campground closure updates, please visit

its social media platforms: Facebook (https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks/), Instagram

(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/https://www.instagram.com/castateparks/?hl=en) and Twitter

(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/https://twitter.com/castateparks). Updates will also be posted on individual park unit webpages
(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/http://www.parks.ca.gov/parkindex).

For detailed information on the Regional Stay at Home Order, please visit covid19.ca.gov
(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/).

Subscribe to California State Parks News via e-mail at NewsRoom@parks.ca.gov
(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559/mailto:NewsRoom@parks.ca.gov)

California State Parks provides for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary
biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation.

% Have a question?

The @CAStateParksOHV (https://web.archive.org/web/20201205165947/http://twitter.com/CAStateParksOHY) Commission meeting begins at 830AM today. Watch it via
https://t.co/n1EA678vP3 (https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559mp /https://t.co/n1EA678vP3). Agenda include... https://t.co/rNisMRaaT9
(https://web.archive.org/web/20201205175559mp /https://t.co/rNisMRaaT9)

03 Dec (https://web.archive.org/web/20201205165947/https://twitter.com/CAStateParks/status/1334528472199409670)
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