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In conjunction with the Denton County Health Department and the Office of Court Administration, the 

Denton County Justices of the Peace recognize the concerns about COVID-19 (Novel Coronavirus).  As such, 

the health and safety of the public, and all employees, are of utmost concern and these temporary guidelines are 

hereby established to address these concerns in the following manner: 

 

These guidelines are effective from 16 March 2020, until 3 May 2020.  

 

1. If a Person is Sick  

 

Everyone who is sick or who thinks they have been exposed to COVID-19 should contact the court to 

reschedule their hearings or trials.  These individuals should not appear in court.   

 

2. Non-Essential Court Matters are Rescheduled  

 

Unless a case is designated below as an Essential Court Matter, all in-person hearings and trials will be 

rescheduled during the time this order is in effect. Essential Court Matters will proceed. You must contact 

each court regarding any setting scheduled during the effective timeframe. Hearings will commence the 

week of 3 May 2020. 

 

3. Essential Court Matters for Justices Courts are: 

 

a. Writs of Re-Entry 

b. Writs of Restoration 

c. Repair and Remedy 

d. Emergency Detention Warrants 

e. Criminal Magistration 

 

4. Eviction Cases 

 

Eviction case filings will be accepted, but not processed and handled in conjunction with rules set in 

place by the Supreme Court and Office of Court Administration.  Current guidelines are: 

 

a. No citations issued until 20 April 2020. 

b. No writs of possession postings until 27 April 2020. 



c. Hearings to commence the week of 3 May 2020.

5. Uncontested Matters and Prove-Up’s by Submission Only

Justice Courts that process Default Judgments on Debt Claim cases without an oral hearing, will 

continue to process these cases.   

6. Traffic/Criminal Citations

All “Appear By” dates on any traffic or Class C Misdemeanor citation issued with an appearance date 

of 3 April 2020 or earlier is extended to 4 May 2020 or the date on your citation, whichever is later.  You can 

also contact the court for options to resolve your citation without the need to appear in person. 

7. Contact the Courts

Please refer to the Court’s website for more information. If you have any questions, please contact the 

respective court directly.  

** PLEASE NOTE THE ABOVE TEMPORARY GUIDELINES MAY BE REVISED AT ANYTIME.  
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