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This order expands the requirement to wear a mask in the classroom to all students

kindergarten and up. It is now crystal clear that COVID-19 can be deadly to younger

children, and that children who become infected at school can pass the virus to their

parents, leading to community spread. In the absence of a widespread vaccine, wearing

a covering over the nose and mouth remains the most effective tool to combat the

spread of COVID-19, both in schools and the wider community.

Given the higher incidence of cases among children in recent months, and the clear

effectiveness of masking as a mitigation strategy, requiring the use of masks in the

classroom even for younger students is a reasonable and necessary requirement in

Regions at Phase 4 of the MI Safe Start Plan.

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I find it reasonable

and necessary, for the reasons outlined above, to order the following amendments to the

Provision of preK–12 education for the 2020–2021 school year order, Executive Order

2020-142:

1. Section 2(b)(1)(D) is amended to provide: “All students in grades kindergarten and up when in classrooms.”
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2. Section 2(b)(1)(E) is rescinded.

3. Subsection (e) is added to section 3 and provides: “School districts and nonpublic schools must publish

information about any cases of a probable or confirmed COVID-19 positive individual present on school property or

at a school function during the period of infection, in the manner prescribed by the Michigan Department of

Health and Human Services (MDHHS). MDHHS is authorized to issue orders and directives to implement this

section.”

4. This order is effective October 5, 2020 at 12:01 am.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan.

Click to view the full PDF of the executive order.
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Related News

October 15, 2026: Lobular Breast Cancer Awareness Day

October 9, 2026: Ageism Awareness Day

October 4-10, 2026: Mobile Integrated Healthcare (MIH) Week

October 3, 2026: WiHERed Day

October 2026: Substance Misuse Prevention Month and Youth

Substance Use Prevention Month

October 2026: Principals Month

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/-/media/Project/Websites/Whitmer/Documents/Exec-Orders/EO-2020185-Emerg-order--Education-order-amendment-final-signed.pdf?rev=c406fde4760f4667ac5da04fc5d871e4&hash=45FFC8CD8AE3645F941C043C31494792
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/state-orders-and-directives#agency=59d5e635b9cc4e68a1aa04ff3c40b1a7%20Governor
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/state-orders-and-directives#ordertype=c541e150185740f685558d7d1d23255f%20Executive%20Orders
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/state-orders-and-directives#proclamationmonth=d15e6f2dcd7d4f45b7a408c2f924d266%2009%20-%20September
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/state-orders-and-directives#orderyear=c62bd555e3c4455aa0bb15dc3237c3bf%202020
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/10/15/october-15-2026-lobular-breast-cancer-awareness-day
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/10/09/october-9-2026-ageism-awareness-day
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/10/04/october-4-10-2026-mobile-integrated
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/10/03/october-3-2026-wihered-day
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/10/01/october-2026-substance-misuse-prevention-month-and-youth-substance-use-prevention-month
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/10/01/october-2026-principals-month


September 30, 2026: Native American Boarding School Day of

Remembrance

September 30, 2026: Limb Girdle Muscular Dystrophy Awareness

Day

September 26, 2026: Downtown Day

September 25, 2026: Ataxia Awareness Day
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