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Emerald City Comic Con 2020 has been postponed

By Dyer Oxley
Published March 6, 2020 at 7:41 AM PST
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leiEmerald City Comic Con
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The lobby of the Washington State Convention Center during Emerald City Comic Con.

Just days after announcing that the event would continue as normal, Emerald City
Comic Con announced that it will postpone its 2020 event in Seattle.

The fan convention was slated for March 12-15 at the Washington State Convention
Center. It will take place over the summer of 2020. The event has a considerable
economic impact on the region as it is expected to draw nearly 100,000 attendees to
downtown Seattle. Many travel from out of town.

According to an official statement from ReedPop, the owner of Emerald City Comic
Con:
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"We have been closely monitoring the situation around the COVID-19 virus in Seattle,
and, after many hours of conversation internally and consultation with local
government officials and the tourism bureau, we have decided to move next week's
Emerald City Comic Con to Summer 2020 with date and detail announcement
forthcoming. We did everything that we could to run the event as planned, but
ultimately, we are following the guidance of the local public health officials indicating

that conventions should now be postponed.”
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Emerald City Comic Con & X
@emeraldcitycon - Follow

After many hours of conversation internally &
consultation with local government officials and the
tourism bureau, we have decided to move next week's
Emerald City Comic Con to Summer 2020 with date &
detail announcement forthcoming. Read more at
EmCity2020.com/Postponed #ECCC2020
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Before announcing it was canceling the event, ReedPop loosened its no-refund policy
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Despite ReedPop’s previous decision to move forward with the event, many high-
profile exhibitors had opted to cancel their ECCC commitments. This includes Portland-
based Dark Horse Comics and Oni Press. Also, DC comics, Harper Collins, and Penguin
Random House pulled out.
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Due to the concerns surrounding COVID-19, we have
made the difficult decision to cancel our presence at
#ECCC2020. 1/3
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Various artists and comic guests have also cancelled recently, and a range of panels
planned for the convention were called off. Celebrities also cancelled including LaVar
Burton of Star Trek and Reading Rainbow fame.

In a statement earlier this week, the Washington State Convention Center said it was
up to ReedPop to cancel Emerald City Comic Con, and that staff was preparing for
increased cleaning. WSCC also planned to set up 50 sanitization stations throughout
the event.

Gov. Jay Inslee said Thursday “there could come a time"” when he makes decision to
halt events. He has the power to shut down large gatherings under the current
emergency proclamation, but has not done so. When speaking about the issue March
5, he evoked Wuhan, China.

Sponsored

“For those who think that delaying or pausing this activity is premature or an undue
thing to think about, we just need to think about Wuhan and what | meant for their
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Dyer Oxley

Dyer Oxley has been KUOW's Interim Deputy Online Managing Editor since 2025,
helping oversee the station's digital news coverage and editorial strategy.

See stories by Dyer Oxley
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KUOW is Seattle's NPR news station. We are an independent, nonprofit news organization that

produces award-winning journalism, innovative podcasts, engaging community events, and
more.
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